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LITERATURE. 



Selected Sermons of Jonathan Edwards: Edited with Introduction 
and Notes by H. N. Gardiner. New York, The Macmillan 
Co., 1904. pp. xxix, 181. Price, 25c. 
This volume of the Macmillan pocket series of American and Eng- 
lish Classics contains an introductory account of Edwards by Profes- 
sor Gardiner (23 pp.), a very careful reprint of seven selected sermons 
(153 pp.), and an appendix of notes (27 pp.), together with a portrait 
of Edwards from the painting of 1740, a facsimile of the MS. of the 
first page of the sermon on Spiritual Light, and a cut of the Meeting- 
house at Northampton in which Edwards preached. The sermons are 
those on Man's Dependence and on Spiritual Light, the Enfield and 
the Farewell sermons — these chosen for intrinsic reasons; that on 
Ruth's Resolution, selected as a revival discourse of a different type 
from the Enfield sermon; that on A Strong Rod Broken and Withered, 
which gives Edwards' picture of the Christian Statesman; and that on 
Many Mansions, which has not before been published. The editorial 
work has been excellently done. It would be an improvement if the 
page-headings were made analytic; and the final blank page might be 
utilized, in another edition, for a brief bibliography. E. B. T. 

Hume: The Relation of the Treatise of Human Nature, Book i, to 
the Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding. By W. B. Eikin. 
New York, The Macmillan Co., 1904. pp. ix, 330. 
"There is a general impression," writes Professor Elkin, '"that the 
position which Hume adopted in the Inquiry is not identical with that 
which he had previously assumed in the Treatise, and consequently, 
that the philosophical principles of the latter work are not exactly 
the same as those of the earlier. ... On the other hand, some writers 
assert that the position or standpoint of both books is essentially the 
same. But then, regarding the exact nature of that position there are 
again differences of opinion. ... To clear up this obscurity on the 
question of Hume's exact position in his two chief philosophical 
works is the aim of the present investigation." The comparison has 
been minutely and impartially made, with the result (given in detail, 
pp. 293 ff.) that the two works represent essentially the same stand- 
point, the principal differences in the Inquiry consisting of omissions 
and additions. It is a pleasure to notice that Dr. Elkin avoids the 
fallacy, all too common in philosophical writings, of making Hume a 
modern psychologist or identifying modern psychology with Humian 
psychology. The book should have had an index. E. B. T. 

Religion: its Origin and Forms. By J. A. MacCuhoch. London, 
J. M. Dent & Co., 1904. pp. 185. 
This volume of the Temple Primers opens with an introductory 
sketch of the province, problems and history of the science of religion. 
Then follows a group of chapters dealing with the origin of religion, 
under the headings Animism, Nature-worship, Animal-worship and 
Totemism, Ghost-worship, Fetichism, Religion and Magic: Priest and 
Sorcerer, the Soul: Immortality and Transmigration, Feeding the 
Dead and Sacrificial Rites, Religion and Mythology. A second group 
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deals with the forms of religion, as those of Babylon, Egypt, China, 
India, Greece, Rome, Scandinavia, Mazdeism and Zoroaster: Mith- 
raism, Buddhism, and Mohammedanism. A short, selected bibliogra- 
phy ends the work. 

Such a Primer is a difficult book to write, and an extremely easy 
book to criticise. It demands not only wide and varied learning, but 
it demands that the writer take up, as occasion requires, the attitude 
of the philosopher, the psychologist, the historian, and the anthropol- 
ogist. Needless to say, it demands absolute impartiality: though the 
publishers of the present work may well have found their account in 
entrusting its preparation to a clergyman. In the reviewer's opinion, 
however, the fatal defect of the Primer lies in its author's innocence 
of any scientific psychology. The naive assumption of a religious 
faculty (15, 19); the citation of Myers's psychorragy (71); the ascrip- 
tion of religious doctrine to the 'soul' and of mythology to the 'imag- 
ination' (87); the lack of reference to modern psychological studies: 
such sins of omission and commission cannot but inspire the psycho- 
logical reader with distrust. It is in no carping spirit that the further 
criticism is made that sometimes (as in the bracketing of Tylor and 
Spencer: 14) the writer's facts are at fault. M. W. Wiseman. 

Selections from the Music Dramas of Richard Wagner: arranged for 
the Piano by O. Singer. With a preface by R. Ai,drich. Boston: 
Oliver Ditson Co. pp. xviii, 194. Price (cloth J, $2.50. 

Twenty-four Negro Melodies: transcribed for the piano by S. Cole- 
ridge-Tayi,or. With preface by B. T. Washington. Boston: 
Oliver Ditson Co. pp. ix, 127. Price (paper), $1.50. 

These two books, Nos. 15 and 17 of the well-known "Musicians' 
Library," are of especial interest to psychologists. Mr. Aldrich's 
preface gives a biographical sketch of Wagner, and a brief analysis of 
the operatic situation in the various selections made by Mr. Singer. 
He reproduces further the. programme-note written for the Tristan 
Prelude and the close of the Prelude itself (this in facsimile), and 
adds a useful bibliography. The twenty-five selections — all within 
the compass of a moderately skilled performer — are taken from Rienzi, 
the Flying Dutchman, the Rhinegold, Siegfried (one^each); Tann- 
hauser (2); Lohengrin, Tristan and Isolde, the Walkiire, the Gotter- 
dammerung, Parsifal (3 each); and the Meistersinger (4). No one of 
them could well be spared; and if there are a few more whose omis- 
sion one deplores, it must be remembered that the book had its limits. 
A reproduction of the last photograph of Wagner taken from life 
forms the frontispiece of the volume. 

Mr. Washington outlines the life and works of Coleridge-Taylor, 
and offers some general remarks on the qualities of Negro music. Of 
the twenty-four compositions included in the book, four are based on 
themes from southeast Africa; two come from south Africa; one each 
from west Africa and the West Indies; the remaining sixteen are based 
upon American Negro melodies. The themes and the handling of the 
themes are alike interesting, aesthetically and psychologically. A 
portrait of the composer serves as frontispiece. P. E. Winter. 

The Art of the Musician, a Guide to the Intelligent Appreciation of 
Music, by H. G. Hanchett. New York: The Macmillan Co. 
pp. viii, 227. 1905. Price, fi.50 net. 

"This book is the outgrowth of a course of popular lectures intended 
to give to persons fond of music, but not thoroughly versed in its in- 
tricacies, an idea of the reasons which prompt musical critics to ap- 
prove or disapprove of musical compositions. . . . It is designed 



